
Fossil of the Mosasaurus 

 Kanaya Junior High School stands on the foot of Mt. Toyajo.  Mt. Toyajo 

was form about 75 million years ago.  It was form by dirt and sand pebbles 

mixing together on the bottom of the ocean.  If you take a walk or a hike up Mt. 

Toyajo, you can see some fossils remain of creative from that time period.  For 

example, ammonite fossils, clams, and buckies.  Recently, we found fossils of 

the animal remains from this mountain.  When we examined these fossils, it 

happen to be the remains of some marine reptiles   dinosaur called the 

Mosasaurus.  The Mosasaurus has been extinct for over 65 million years ago.  

Mosasaurus are now considered to be the closest relatives of snakes and lizards. 

The Mosasaurus is consider to be a very large dinosaur.  Its body is said to be 

10 meters long or longer.  Its diet 

is usually consist of fish.  However, 

sometime they will eat other sea 

creatures suck as seabirds, turtles 

and small Plesiosaurus.  

 At first, we discover a little portion of the Mosasaurus.  By excavating 

the area with heavy machinery, we could find many more Mosasaurus remains.  

The remains were imbedded into the hard rocks so we did not know what kind of 

shape the fossil were.  We needed to carve around the fossils to preserved the 

shape of the remains.  This is called cleaning of the fossil.  This room is 

designated as the cleaning room.  It takes a long time to clean the fossil 

because we try not to damage it.  It has been over a year since we began 

cleaning these fossils and yet we are not even 1/3 finished.  From the data we 

have collected, we know that this Mosasaurus is believed to be about 6 meters 

long.  We had successfully retrieved the upper portion of the Mosasaurs bones. 

(as shown in this picture below) 

In this case, large animals remains of this size are usually eaten and taken away 

to different locations.  It is fortunate to have more than half of the remains still 

intacted.  Mosasasurus are found in different parts of the world.  However, it is 

rare to find a Mosasasurus fossil with their front and back fins together.  This 

Toyajo Mosasasurus fossil can be recognize around the world as a precious 

historical find.      

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snake

